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A non-profit association dedicated 
to helping children and fire 

departments in Northern Colorado 
����

2009 year end report����
 
 

Northern Colorado Fire Safety Training Association  



Established May 20, 2008 
 

Mission Statement 
 

To help fire departments in Northern Colorado achieve a higher level of service for their 
departments and communities.  We will accomplish this through teaching, training, 
showing, advising, and assisting with public education programs in all aspects of fire and 
life safety. 
 

2009 Accomplishments 
   The year 2009 was very fruitful in helping smaller departments in Northern Colorado with their public 
education efforts. With very little money and lots of work and energy, NCFSTA (along with many volunteers 
and dedicated people) accomplished the following: 
 

Presented Seven Life and Fire Safety (LAFS) School Assemblies  
   In January we presented our LAFS program to Dos Rios Elementary in Evans, Colorado. There were over 
500 children present for the program. It was well received, and the children and teachers loved it. There was 
a 25% increase in learning and one area of the program had an 80% increase. Dos Rios has a 90% low 
income student population.  
 
   In May we presented our program to both Pioneer Ridge 
Elementary and Letford  Elementary in Johnstown, Colorado. At 
Pioneer Ridge there were about 470 children with Letford having 
about 380 children at the assemblies. We were able to work with 
the Johnstown Fire Department personnel, and trained three of 
their firefighters in puppeteering skills. There was a large learning 
increase in fire safety with one area dealing with burns having a 
56% increase in knowledge. The teachers from both schools were 
very appreciative, along with the students being very excited. Here 
are some of their comments:  Teachers - It was a great show, the 
students really enjoyed it, thank you, loved the show.   Students - 
Wow, great job, cool, awesome, fun.        
                    Letford Elementary 
 
   In October we presented our program to both the Berthoud and Ivy Stockwell Elementary schools in 
Berthoud, Colorado. At Berthoud Elementary there were about 200 children in attendance and at Ivy 
Stockwell there were about 340 attending. The Berthoud Fire Department was instrumental in organizing 
and helping put together the school assembly. We were able to 
train three of their personnel in puppeteering skills. At Berthoud 
Elementary the increase of learning for the children in fire safety 
was very significant. For question #6 there was a 61% increase in 
learning. Likewise for Ivy Stockwell, the increase in learning was 
very high with one area having a 59% increase in knowledge. Both 
schools have a 32% low income student population. Some 
comments from the children:  The play rocked, I loved every part. 
Teachers - lots of action to hold their interest, great costumes and 
puppets, exciting for the children.                                                      

        
                    Berthoud Elementary 
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   In November we went back to Evans, Colorado and presented a 
program at Anna K. Hieman Elementary. We were well received 
with over 600 children in attendance for our program. We worked  
with the Evans Fire Department and had a great assembly with a 
very high increase in learning about fire safety. Overall they had a   
% of increase with a   % for the area of burn safety. We were able 
to train two new firefighters in puppeteering. Some of the 
comments from the teacher and students were: Teachers                         
Students      
 

  Anna K. Hieman Elementary 
 

   December found us again working with the Evans Fire 
Department and presenting a school assembly for Centennial 
Elementary. We packed the gym with over 650 children who 
loved the show. It was the largest group of children we have 
worked with so far and the atmosphere was fantastic. A big 
thank you to Evans Fire Department as they have really 
supported our efforts and have some very good puppeteers. As 
with the other schools there was a high per cent of increase in 
learning about fire safety.  

 
          
            Centennial Elementary 
Overall results for these seven schools: 
School   City  # of   % of   % increase  FF’s trained  
      children low income in learning 
Dos Rios  Evans  560  90%  up to 80%  3 Firefighters 
Pioneer Ridge  Johnstown 470  20%  up to 56%   3 Firefighters 
Letford   Johnstown 380  40%  up to 53%     Trained   
Berthoud  Berthoud 200  32%  up to 59%  3 Firefighters 
Ivy Stockwell  Berthoud 340  32%  up to 59%     Trained 
Anna K. Hieman Evans  630  85%  up to 64%  3 Firefighters 
Centennial  Evans  650  90%  up to 56%     Trained 
TOTALS    3,230  55% Avg.    12 Firefighters 
 
 
   We could not have accomplished so much without the dedicated members of these fire departments. We thank 
all of them for their support and help. 
 

  Berthoud Firefighters         Evans Firefighters         Johnstown Firefighters 
    Fire Chief Charles in center   
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Organized Puppeteering Workshop 
 

   In 2009 we organized and presented our first puppeteering workshop. It was held on December 11 in 
Evans, Colorado. There were six participants from the fire departments of Evans, Estes Park, and Eaton. 
This half-day workshop was packed full of instruction on props, bonding with your puppet, puppet body 
manipulation, developing skits, and puppeteering basics, taught by Master Puppeteer Gary Geroy, and 
Instructors Loree Wilkinson and John Denison.  It was well received and many good comments were made 
on our evaluations. Some of them are: I really enjoyed the experience; this is a very good primer for 
delivering an education program at home; thank you, I needed help getting out of my comfort zone and this 
is a great start. Overall we received mostly 9’s and 10’s for our workshop. Every participant said they 
learned a lot and look forward to another in 2010. Below are a couple of pictures from the workshop. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FEMA Grant Funding 
   One of our major goals for 2009 was to apply for the FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program -
 Fire Prevention and Safety. We did receive the grant and are happy to announce that we are able to bring 
 more programs to the schools, fire departments, and children here in northern Colorado. For a 
 breakdown of the grant funds see page 7. 
 

Developed By Laws  
 We have established all necessary bookkeeping procedures for the association in accordance with the 
rules, regulations, and guidelines of the Community Foundation serving Greeley, Weld County and 
those of NCFSTA. We also completed the development of our by laws for the association. 

 

Board of Directors 
  We are grateful to still have with us our original Board of Directors. They are Warren Jones, Fire 
Chief, Evans Fire Department and Karen Trusler, Superintendent, Weld RE-4 School District. We are 
thankful for their service and support of the program and all of their help and advice. 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
     Warren Jones                       Karen Trusler 
          Fire Chief, Evans Fire Department         Superintendent, Weld RE-4 School District 
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Our NCFSTA Team: We are fortunate to have highly trained and qualified individuals comprising many 
years of teaching public education, puppeteering, and creative thinking. They are: 
 

John Denison – Director - 30 year veteran of Poudre Fire Authority, Captain, Assistant Fire Marshal, and 
Public Educator. President of Fire Safety Educators of Colorado for 6 years. 
 

Pam Denison – Secretary - Executive Secretary for over 12 years. 
 

Gary Geroy – Master Puppeteer - Professor of Human Dimensions of Cross-Culture and International 
Economic Development at CSU. Helped develop PFA LAFS program. Attended several Bullhead City 
Educational Conference for puppeteering . Has extensive knowledge in building puppets and puppet 
manipulation, and wrote programs now being used by PFA and NCFSTA. 
 

Mike Chavez – Principle Clown  - Firefighter with PFA. Attended Bullhead many times to learn the art of 
clowning.  
 
Ray Gillan – Principle Clown - Firefighter with PFA. Has attended Bullhead several times and is currently 
head of LAFS at PFA.  
 

Shawn Walker – LAFS program - Firefighter with Evans for many years. Has recently attended Bullhead 
and developed his own clown character.    
 

Scott Dorman - Grant Writing Advisor - Fire Chief, Estes Park Fire Department. Extensive experience in 
grant writing and was instrumental in obtaining our FEMA grant. 
 

Loree Wilkinson – Sound Tech and Artistic Advisor - New to NCFSTA, Loree has been the Director or a 
Board member of Windsor Community Playhouse since 1998. Loree brings a new dimension to our group. 
 

Brian Lee – Puppeteer - New to NCFSTA, is going to Bullhead City to learn how to become a puppeteer. 
Currently a Firefighter with Evans Fire Department and has been an elementary school teacher. Has a 
passion for teaching children and will make a great puppeteer. 
 

With our federal grant and the assistance of the Evans Fire Department we are able to send three of our 
team members to Bullhead this year. They are Gary Geroy, Brian Lee, and Shawn Walker.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Scott Dorman 
               Fire Chief 
                  Estes Park, Colorado 
        The LAFS Team plus Evans FF’s    left to right:       
   Front - Mike Chavez, Joe DeSalvo, Brian Lee, Ray Gillan     
      Middle - Loree Wilkinson 
       Back - Ryan Fuller, Gary Geroy, John Denison, Shawn Walker 
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    Funding  
We secured funding from the following businesses to help us and support our efforts. Without them we 
could not have accomplished any of our goals. They are much appreciated and we hope they 
will continue their support. 

        
    Gold Sponsors  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warren Jones, Board President, with Evans firefighters presenting plaques and 
certificates of appreciation to Tim Hicks from DCP Midstream and Tony Cooper 
from Petroleum Development Corporation. 

   
     Silver Sponsor  
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
      
      
      

      Thomas J. Sisk and Company, Inc.  
      

       Warren Jones, Board President,   
       presenting Certificate of Appreciation to  
       Mike Eastop from Sisk and Company. 
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Bronze Sponsor 
John Denison, NCFSTA 
Director, presents a  
Certificate of Appreciation 
to Roger Weinmeister of 
Super Vac. 
 
 
     Sponsors 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Denison, NCFSTA Director, presents      Karen Trusler, Board Vice President,  
a certificate of appreciation to Gary Evans      presents a certificate of appreciation  
of Evans Dental.           to Charlie Manweiler of Manweiler  
             Appliance.    

 

 
FEMA 

 
  Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program -   
       Fire Prevention and Safety  
 

Through this generous grant we are able to increase the number of fire safety programs 
and instruction throughout northern Colorado. 
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We are fortunate to still have as our 
partner the Community Foundation serving 
Greeley and Weld County, a highly 
respected and well established non-profit 
organization to assist us in our financial 
endeavors. 

 

Financial/Donation Statements 
 

1. Donations of time, travel, and talents 
A. Fourteen individuals have contributed a total of over 600 hours of their time and talents. 
B. Over $600 has been contributed to NCFSTA through unpaid travel and other expenses. 
C. If time donated by the Director, Secretary, Board members, Firefighters, and others were to be 

paid, the total would be over $14,000 dollars for 2009 and 25,000.00 since we began. 
 We wish to give a very big thank you to all our dedicated volunteers and the time 
 they have spent on our behalf. 
 

2. Financial Breakdown 
A. Grants and Contributions for 2009 (private sector) 

   DCP Midstream – $1250.00 
 Petroleum Development Corporation - $1000.00  

   Thomas J. Sisk and Company, Inc. – $501.00  
   Super Vacuum Manufacturing Co., Inc. – $250.00  

 Gary L. Evans - $100.00  
 Manweiler Appliance Inc. – $100.00 

  Total Contributions (Private Sector)................................................................................ $3,201.00 
    

  Fire Service Payments 
   Evans Fire Department - $200.00 
   Johnstown Fire - $575.00 
   Berthoud Fire - $400.00 
  Total Fire Service Payments ............................................................................................$1,175.00 
 

 FEMA - Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program – Fire Prevention and Safety 
  Total amount of grant 2009/2010 ..................................................................................$20,402.00 
  Total received for 2009 ....................................................................................................$8,504.00 
   

 Total funds received for 2009 ................................................................................................ .$12,880.00 
 

Balance of fund at end of 2008 ...........................................................................................$546.21 
   

 Total Assets for 2009  ................................................................................................................$13,426.21 
 

B. Disbursements for 2009 
 Community Foundation (check fees, audit, etc.) – $105.52 
 Operating expenses ( paper, ink, etc. ) - $370.93 
 Networking lunch (community foundation) - $30.00 
 Directors compensation (16 weeks) – $3200.00 
 Secretarial work - $120.00 
 LAFS practices and programs – $4,680.14 
 Sponsor plaques – $68.76 
 Puppeteering workshop - $420.78 
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Bullhead City (sending three team members) - $776.52 
  
Advertising (posters, shirts) – $63.92 
 Insurance (State Farm) - $471.00 
Total Disbursements.....................................................................................................$10,307.57 
 

Balance of fund at end of 2009 .......................................................................................$3118.64 
 

2010 Goals 
 

We have accomplished much, but there is still much to be done. The following are our goals for 2010: 
 

1. Seek out and obtain more funding 
A. Obtain more funding and in larger amounts to continue operation for 2010. Our goal will be to 

provide funding to continue to pay the director, secretary, and staff. At this time the director and 
others receive only partial pay for their services. 

B. Continue to find sources that will fund us year after year. 
C. Apply for federal funding if it becomes available. 

 

2. Increase the number of school assemblies in 2010 
A. Contingent upon our funding, present at least 10 school assemblies for 2010. 
B. Establish a broader base of individuals who are trained in puppetry and clowning. 

 

3. Present a one-day training seminar on public education 
A. Develop the criteria and outline for a public education seminar. 
B. Present this seminar at least once during 2010. 

 

4. Present a LAFS workshop to train firefighters in puppeteering 
A. Present this workshop at least once in 2010 

 

5. Assist the JFS and CPS programs in Northern Colorado. Develop our own guidelines for these 
programs. 

 
6. Join the safety organizations in Larimer and Weld counties. 
 

 
 

Approved and accepted on:  
 

 
Warren Jones: _____________________________________ 
Board of Directors President 
 

 
Karen Trusler: _____________________________________ 
Board of Directors Vice President 
 

 
John Denison: _____________________________________ 
Director/CEO       
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Comments from Jesse T. Molinar Jr. Fire Marshal, Johnstown Fire Department 
Monday May 11, 2009 
Thank you to everyone! The two shows that we did for the elementary schools were a huge hit. I have 
only received many positive compliments. My hat off to you guys for all your hard work and dedication. 
We had a great time, and thank you for allowing us to be part of your show.  
 

May 15, 2009 
Hello everyone, 
I have received many more kudos for the great performance at the schools. The fire crew responded to a 
broken arm at one of the schools and the student was ranting and raving about the cool puppet show, and 
said nothing about the broken limb. Also a parent came up to the crew after the call and told the story of 
her daughter whom watched our show. The day of the show, the student was at home when her sibling 
burnt her arm with a curling iron, and without hesitation, the student put “cool, clear, water” on her 
sister’s arm to stop the burn. The mom stated that she had learned it at the program and her sister is 
doing well.  Great job to everyone! 
 

A letter of support about our school assembly at Ivy Stockwell in Berthoud 
 

Ivy Stockwell Elementary School, 
Berthoud, 
CO 80513 
10/27/09 
 

To: John E. Denison 
Yesterdays Fire Safety Assembly was excellent.  The children were very attentive throughout the 
assembly. It was extremely lively but also very informative, putting across the main messages of fire 
safety in a very kid friendly way. 
The set was wonderful, the puppets varied and interesting. The clowns were marvelous. I enjoyed the 
way children were encouraged to get involved, by participating in their place, as well as inviting some 
up to help perform. The songs and ditties were memorable for the children. The music was well chosen 
too! The posters, spell book were great and again simple enough for the younger children to understand. 
It was also a good idea to have the fireman in his attire. It was difficult to understand him though. 
We followed it up in the classroom with discussion and more movement. 
Thanks again for the wonderful, yet purposeful and informative assembly on Fire Safety. 
 

Yours, 
Sue Ellis, First Grade Teacher 
 

A letter of support from the Assistant Principal at Dos Rios Elementary School 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 

Dos Rios Elementary School in Evans, Colorado recently hosted the Northern Colorado Fire Safety 
Training Association. The group presented a fun and engaging fire safety show. The presentation 
included a full set with numerous effects, great puppets, and fabulous costumed firemen in full make-up. 
The benefit for the children was unmistakable as there was much to learn and yet it was so much fun! 
For example, the students learned about ways to prevent a fire or what to do in case of a burn.  
Our Teachers and staff felt it was worthwhile and we would strongly recommend this assembly for other 
schools. 
 

Sincerely, 
Frank Fowler, Assistant Principal, Dos Rios Elementary School 
 

This is what it is all about. 
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Newspaper Article in Berthoud Recorder Oct 29, 2009 
 



On front page of Berthoud Recorder Oct. 29, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


